CITY OF WILKES-BARRE
PENNSYLVANIA

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA

CITY COUNCIL
WORK SESSION

DATE: November 20, 2018
TIME: 6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m. Jim Ryan, City Clerk

1. Resolution to change the name of Mayflower Park to Brian Grohowski
Memorial Park.

2. Approve the installation of a sign for PA Cyber at 40 East Northampton
Street.

3. Ordinance of the City of Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania adopting the Mayor’s
proposed General Fund Budget. (First Reading)

-ORDINANCE FOR SECOND AND FINAL READING-

FILE OF COUNCIL NO.17 OF 2018 ~ AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE X OF CHAPTER
7 OF THE WILKES-BARRE CITY CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED “VACANT/ABANDONED
REAL PROPERTY REGISTRATION AND INSPECTION PROCEDURE AND
CONDEMNATION/REHABILITATION PROPERTY POLICY FOR PROPERTIES LOCATED
WITHIN THE CITY.

6:10 P.M. Mayor Tony George (See Attached)



WILKES-BARRE CITY COUNCIL
WORK SESSION - 20, 2018
MAYOR’S AGENDA
RESOLUTIONS:

Authorizing the proper city officials to sign any and all necessary documents related to
awarding the contract to the lowest responsible bidder for the demolition of 37, 46 & 48
Murray Street.

Authorizing the proper city officials to sign any and all necessary documents related to
awarding the contract to the most qualified firm for the 2018 Street Paving Project &
Neighborhood Parks Project.

Temporarily suspend Section 20-4 of the Wilkes-Barre Code of Ordinances pertaining to the
open consumption of alcoholic beverages. (Old Fashioned Holiday Market)



CITY OF WILKES-BARRE
PENNSYLVANIA

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA

CITY COUNCIL

NOVEMBER 20, 2018
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ROLL CALL
RESOLUTIONS
ORDINANCES
PRESENTATIONS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS
PUBLIC DISCUSSION

ADJOURNMENT



CITY COUNCIL
NOVEMBER 20, 2018

RESOLUTIONS

Authorizing to change the name of Mayflower Park to Brian Grohowski Memorial Park.

Approving the installation of a sign that extends over the sidewalk right-of-way for PA
Cyber located at 40 East Northampton Street.

Sign documents related to awarding the contract t the lowest responsible bidder for the
demolition of 37, 46 & 48 Murray Street.

Sign documents related to awarding the contract to the most qualified firm for the 2018
Street Paving Project & Neighborhood Parks Project.

Temporarily suspend Section 20-4 of the Wilkes-Barre Code of Ordinances pertaining to
the open consumption of alcoholic beverages for the Old Fashioned Holiday Market.



CITY COUNCIL
NOVEMBER 20, 2018

ORDINANCES

FILE OF COUNCIL NO. 17 OF 2018 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE X
OF CHAPTER 7 OF THE WILKES-BARRE CITY CODE OF ORDINANCES
ENTITLED “VACANT/ABANDONED REAL PROPERTY REGISTRATION AND
INSPECTION PROCEDURE AND CONDEMANTION/REHABILITATION
PROPERTY POLICY FOR PROPERTIES LOCATED WITHIN THE CITY.” (SECOND
AND FINAL READING)

FILE OF COUNCIL NO. 18 OF 2018 — AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF
WILKES-BARRE, PENNSYLVANIA ADOPTING THE MAYOR'S PROPOSED
GENERAL FUND BUDGET. (FIRST READING)



Resolution No. Wilkes-Barre, PA

BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Wilkes-Barre:

WHEREAS, on October 8, 2018, the City of Wilkes-Barre said goodbye to life long
city resident Brian Grohowski, who resided in the Mayflower section of Wilkes-Barre.

WHEREAS, Grohowski and his wife, Maureen, dedicated their time to give back to
the community through the Jarad Grohowski Foundation, named after their late son.

WHEREAS, Grohowski annually held a free football clinic at Wilkes-Barre
Memorial Stadium during the summer and provided local athletes the chance to attend a one
day football camp out of the area at their cost.

WHEREAS, Grohowski’s presence and community efforts will be deeply missed in
the City of Wilkes-Barre.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the proper city officials are hereby

authorized to change the name of Mayflower Park (a/k/a Huber Park) in the Mayflower
section of Wilkes-Barre to Brian Grohowski Memorial Park.

Submitted by

ROLL CALL



Resolution No. Wilkes-Barre, PA

BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Wilkes-Barre:

Whereas, PA Cyber wishes to install a sign that extends over the sidewalk right of
way, at the building located at 40 East Northampton Street.

Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved by the Wilkes-Barre City Council that approval is
hereby granted contingent upon satisfaction of the following requirements:

File the following with the City Attorney’s Office:

1. File liability insurance naming the City as an insured for any liability connected
with the said request.

2. File a Release and Save Harmless Agreement.

3. The applicant and a successor shall file current liability insurance naming the city
as an insured.,

Submitted by

ROLL CALL
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SEKULA SIGN corporation

November 7, 2018

Jim Ryan, City Clerk
SENT VIA E-MAIL TO: jryan@wilkes-barre.pa.us

Dear Mr. Ryan,

We would like to request City Council's approval to install a business sign extending over the public
right-of-way for PA Cyber Charter School, at 40 E, Northampton Street. The actual physical location of
the sign will be on the S. Washington Street side of the building, in place of the existing light.

The 3' diameter sign will be installed per the attached drawing, with %" x 3" lags and shields. Projected
installation will be at the end of November.

I have also attached the Release and Save Harmless Agreement as well as, the requested insurance
information.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Thank you,

Jan Sedor, Purchasing/Permitting

Attachments

811 South Brady Street - P.O. Box 395 - DuBois, PA 15801
Phone: (814) 371-4650 Fax: (814) 371-8261
www.sekulasigns.com Email: sekulasign@comcast.net



INDEMNITY AGREEMENT

pareo  11-5-18

CITY OF WILKES-BARRE
CITY HALL
WILKES-BARRE, PA. 18711

11-5-18

THE CITY OF WILKES-BARRE, under date of

grants to _ PA Cyber

permission to |nstall (1) 3' diameter'projecting sign over 40 E. Northampton St.

extending over the right of way,

THEREFORE, the'said  PA Cyber

shall and does indemnify and save harmless the City of Wilkes-Barre from
any loss, damage or expense whatsoever, including costs and attorney's
fees, the City may incur or be required to pay where occasioned by or
arisihq from said permission granted, and/or work as aforesaid.

' d

EVIDENCE OF INSURANCE IS ALSQO REQUIRED
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ACORD CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE 11162018

THIS CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED AS A MATTER OF INFORMATION ONLY AND CONFERS NO RIGHTS UPON THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER. THIS
CERTIFICATE DOES NOT AFFIRMATIVELY OR NEGATIVELY AMEND, EXTEND OR ALTER THE COVERAGE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES
BELOW. THIS CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE ISSUING INSURER(S), AUTHORIZED
REPRESENTATIVE OR PRODUCER, AND THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER.

IMPORTANT: If the certificate holder is an ADDITIONAL INSURED, the pollcy(les) must have ADDITIONAL INSURED provislons cr be endorsed.
If SUBROGATION IS WAIVED, subject to the terms aad condlitions of the pollcy, certain policles may require an endorsement. A statement on
this certificate does not confer rights to the certlficate holder in lieu of such endorsemant(s).

PROUUCER GONTACT
Arthur J. Galiagher Risk Management Services, Inc. '%:'E:":i_e_ FA%
24000 Midlantic Dr. i e B50:482.9900 | EA% wor, 855-482-1888
Suite 200 aooress; CheryHill.BSD.CenG@AIG com
Mt‘ Laurel NJ 08054 INSURER{S) AFFORDING COVERAGE NAIC 8
insuRer A: Philadelphia Indemnity Insurance Company 18058
pepaen - : Hartford Insurance C {SE 38261
The Pennsyivania Cyber Charter Schoal msu“_“ 2 a_ OTE RS nRenyo =
652 Midland Ave wsurir ¢ : United Educators Ins 10020
Midland PA 15059 INSURER U .
INSURERE :
INSURER F:
COVERAGES CERTIFICATE NUMBER: 917293349 REVISION NUMBER:

THIS 1S TO CERTIFY THAT THE POLICIES OF NSURANCE LISTED BELOW HAVE BEEN ISSUED TO THE INSURED) NAMED ABOVE FOR THE PQLICY PEROD
INDICATED. NOTWITHSTANDING ANY REQUIREMENT, TERM OR CONDITION OF ANY CONTRACT QR OTHER DOCUMENT WITH RESPECT TO WHICH THIS
CERTIFiCATE MAY BE ISSUCD OR MAY PERTAIN, THE INSURANCE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES DFSCRIBED HEREIN IS SUBJECT TO ALt THE TERMS,
EXCLUSIONS AND CONDITIONS OF SUCH POLICIES, LIMITS SHOWN MAY HAVE SEEN REDUCED BY PAID CLAIMS.
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m
Cily of Wilkes-Barre, 40 E Markel Sireet., Wikes-Bame, PA 18711 are named as additional insured wiith respect to the above General Liability policy, if required
by a written contract exectited prior {o services performed.

' CERTIFICATE HOLDER CANCELLATION

SHOULD ANY OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED POLICIES BE CANCELLED BEFORE
THE EXPIRATION DATE THEREOF, NOTICE WILL BE DELIVERED IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE POLICY PROVISIONS,

City of Wilkes-Barre

c&llEehSA-aBrla(fertBSPtrAeitB?1 1 AUTHORIZED HEPRESENTATIVE
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© 1888-2015 ACORD CORPORATION. All rights reserved.
ACORD 25 {2016/03) The ACORD name and logo are registered marks of ACORD
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Resolution No. Wilkes-Barre, PA

BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Wilkes-Barre:

WHEREAS, the City of Wilkes-Barre will publicly advertise for bidders for the
Demolition of 37, 46 & 48 Murray Street

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Wilkes-
Barre that the proper City officials are hereby authorized to sign any and all necessary
documents related to awarding the contract to the lowest responsible bidder for the Demolition of
37, 46 & 48 Murray Street.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the payment related thereto be made from OECD
Budget.

Submitted by

ROLL CALL



Resolution No. Wilkes-Barre, PA

BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Wilkes-Barre:

WHEREAS, the City of Wilkes-Barre is advertising for proposals for engineering services for
the 2018 Street Paving Project & Neighborhood Parks Project

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Wilkes-Barre that
the proper City officials are hereby authorized to sign any and all necessary documents related to
awarding the contract to the most qualified firm for the 2018 Street Paving Project &
Neighborhood Parks Project.

PAYMENT to be made from OECD Budget.

Submitted by

ROLL CALL



Resolution No. Wilkes-Barre, PA

BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Wilkes-Barre:

RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Wilkes-Barre hereby directs that the provisions
of Section 20-4 of the Wilkes-Barre Code of Ordinances pertaining to the open consumption of
alcoholic beverages be temporarily suspended and not enforced for the following event:

Event: Old Fashioned Holiday Market.

Sponsor: Hidden Creek Vineyard and Winery

Designated Area: Public Square

Dates: November 30, 2018 through December 1, 2018

Time: 11:00 a.m. until close 7:00pm

Limitation: The suspension shall only apply to wine and not malted or brewed

beverages or liquors,

The within temporary suspension applies only to the above-referenced event and area.
All other regulations related to intoxicating beverages in the City of Wilkes-Barre shall remain in
full force and effect. A copy of this resolution shall be provided to the Wilkes-Barre Police
Department.

Submitted by

ROLL CALL



FILE OF COUNCIL

Presented in City Council on , 2018

No. of 2018

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE X OF CHAPTER 7 OF THE
WILKES-BARRE CITY CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED
“VACANT/ABANDONED REAL PROPERTY REGISTRATION AND
INSPECTION _PROCEDURE _AND CONDEMNATION/REHABILITATION
PROPERTY POLICY FOR PROPERTIES LOCATED WITHIN THE CITY.”

WHEREAS, it is the desire and intention of the City Council to pass legislation
within the City of Wilkes-Barre by amending Article X of Chapter 7 of the Wilkes-Barre
Code of Ordinances.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of
Wilkes-Barre, and it is hereby ordained by the authority of the same that:

ARTICLE X. VACANT/ABANDONED REAL PROPERTY
REGISTRATION AND INSPECTION PROCEDURE
ANDCONDEMNATION/REHABILITATION PROPERTY
POLICY FOR PROPERTIES LOCATED WITHIN THE
CITY

Section 7-351. Definitions, word usage.

For the purposes of this article, the following terms, phrases, words and their derivations
shall have the meanings given herein. The word “shall” is always mandatory and not
merely directory. As used in this ordinance, the following words shall have the meanings
indicated. If the word is not defined specifically herein, it shall have the meaning
identified and outlined in the Wilkes-Barre City Code of Ordinances:

Abandoned Real Property — means any real property located in the City, whether
vacant or occupied, that is in default on a mortgage, has had a lis pendens filed against it
by the Lender holding a mortgage on the property, is subject to an ongoing foreclosure
action by the Lender, is subject to an application for a tax deed or pending tax assessors
lien sale, or has been transferred to the Lender under a deed in lieu of foreclosure. The
designation of a property as “abandoned” shall remain in place until the property is sold
or transferred to a new owner, the foreclosure action has been dismissed, and any default
on the mortgage has been

Board of Appeals. The City of Wilkes-Barre Board of Appeals.



Boarded. Any building or structure with one (1) or more exterior doors, other than a
storm door, and/or one (1) or more windows with a sheet or sheets of plywood or similar
material covering the space of such doors or windows.

City. The City of Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania.

Condemned Property. Any building or structure, whether residential or commercial,
which has been lawfully deemed by the appropriate City of Wilkes-Barre Code
Enforcement Official or Employee to be uninhabitable, unsafe, dilapidated, a public
nuisance and/or in substantial disrepair, and in which notice has been provided to the
owner in accordance with the Wilkes-Barre City Code of Ordinances applicable to such
properties.

Occupied. Any building or structure with one (1) or more persons actually conducting a
lawful business and/or residing in all or part of the building as the licensed business-
occupant, or as the legal or equitable owner/occupant(s) or tenant(s) on a permanent, non-
transient basis, or a combination of the same.

(For purpose of this section, evidence offered to prove that a building is so occupied may
include, but shall not be limited to: the consistent receipt of regular mail delivery through
the U.S. Postal Service; proof of continual telephone, electric, gas, heating, water and
sewer services; a valid city business license; or the most recent, federal, state, or city tax
statements indicating that the subject property is the official business or residence address
of the person or business claiming occupancy, or proof of pre-rental lease.)

Open. A building or structure deemed to have one (1) or more exterior doors, other than
a storm door, broken, open and/or closed, but without a properly functioning lock, or if
one (1) or more windows are broken or not capable of being locked and secured from
intrusion, or any combination of the same.

Owner. The owner shall be the individual, corporation, partnership, trust, estate or other
entity which is the party listed on the deed to the referenced property.

Premises. All lands, structures, places, and the equipment and appurtenances connected
or used therewith in any business, and any personal property which is either affixed to or
is otherwise used in connection with any such business conducted on such premises.

Semi-Annual Registration shall mean six (6) months from the date of the first action
that requires registration, as determined by the Code Enforcement Official, or its
designee, and every subsequent six (6) months the property is Registrable. The date of
the initial registration may be different than the date of the first action that required

registration.

Vacant. A building, structure or parcel deemed to have no person or persons actually
conducting a lawful business or lawfully residing in or on any part thereof in a
permanent, non-transient basis, and/or does not have a valid certificate of occupancy
issued by the City of Wilkes-Barre Office of Code Enforcement.



Sec. 7-352.  Semi-Annual registration of vacant buildings and parcels.

(a) The purpose of requiring registration of all abandoned real property/vacant
buildings, including dwellings, and the payment of registration fees is to:

(1) Assist the City, specifically including, but not limited to, the Office of
Code Enforcement, in protecting the public health, safety, and welfare of
the residents;

(2) Monitor the number of abandoned real property/vacant buildings and land
in the City;

(3) Assess the effects of the condition of those buildings on nearby businesses
and the neighborhoods in which they are located, particularly considering
fire safety hazards and unlawful, temporary occupancy by transients,
including illicit drug users and traffickers, reduction in property values
and the long-term stability of the neighborhoods; and

(4) Promote substantial efforts to rehabilitate such abandoned real
property/vacant properties.

(b) The provisions of this article are applicable to the owners of such abandoned
real property/vacant buildings and parcels as set forth herein and are in
addition to and not in lieu of any and all other applicable provisions of the
City of Wilkes-Barre Code of Ordinances, and any other applicable
ordinances and/or regulations of the City.

(c) Any mortgagee who holds a mortgage on real property located within the City
of Wilkes-Barre shall perform an inspection of the property to determine
vacancy or occupancy, upon default by the mortgagor. The mortgagee shall,
within ten (10) days of the inspection, register the property with the Office of
Code Enforcement, or designee, on forms or website access provided by the
City, and indicate whether the property is vacant or occupied.

(d) If the property is occupied but remains in default, it shall be inspected by the
mortgagee or his designee monthly until (1) the mortgagor or other party
remedies the default, or (2) it is found to be vacant or shows evidence of
vacancy at which time it is deemed abandoned, and the mortgagee shall,
within ten (10) days of that inspection, update the property registration to a
vacancy status on forms provided by the City.

(e) This section shall also apply to properties that have been the subject of a
foreclosure sale where the title was transferred to the beneficiary of a



mortgage involved in the foreclosure and any properties transferred under a
deed in lieu of foreclosure/sale.

(f) Properties subject to this section shall remain under the semi-annual
registration requirement, and the inspection, security and maintenance
standards of this section as long as they remain vacant or in default.

(g) Any person or legal entity that has registered a property under this section
must report any change of information contained in the registration within ten
(10) days of the change.

(h) Failure of the mortgagee and/or owner to properly register or to modify the
registration form from time to time to reflect a change of circumstances as
required by this article is a violation of the article and shall be subject to
enforcement.

(1) Pursuant to any administrative or judicial finding and determination that any
property is in violation of this Article, the City may take the necessary action
to ensure compliance with and place a lien on the property for the cost of the
work performed to benefit the property and bring it into compliance.

Sec. 7-353.  Applicability.

(a) The requirements of this article shall be applicable to each owner of any
commercial or residential building or parcel that is not an individual dwelling
unit that is vacant for more than forty-five (45) consecutive days, and to each
owner of a residential property consisting of one (1) or more vacant dwellings
that shall have been vacant for more than forty-five (45) days.

(b) This shall also be applicable to any building or structure, whether it be
residential or commercial, which does not have a current and valid certificate
of occupancy issued by the office of code enforcement for the City of Wilkes-
Barre.

(c) Registration shall be required for all vacant buildings and parcels, whether
vacant and secure, vacant and open, or vacant and boarded, and shall be
required whenever any building has remained vacant for forty-five (45)
consecutive days or more.

Section 7-354. Registration Statement.

(a) Registration statement. Each such owner shall cause to be filed a registration



which shall include the street address and parcel number of each vacant building and/or
parcel, the names, addresses, phone numbers and email addresses of all owners, as
hereinafter described, and any other information deemed necessary by the City.

6)) One (1) registration statement must be filed for each vacant building or
parcel that the owner is registering.

(ii)  If the status of the registration information changes during any registration
period, it is the responsibility of the owner, responsible party and/or agent
for the same to update the registration information within ten (10) days.

(b) Local agent. If none of the persons listed on the registration are at an address
within the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, the registration statement also shall provide
the name and address of a person who resides within twenty (20) miles of the City of
Wilkes-Barre and who is authorized to accept service of process on behalf of the owners
and who shall be designated as responsible local party or agent, both for purposes of
notification in the event of an emergency affecting the public health, safety or welfare
and for purposes of service of any and all notices or registrations as herein authorized and
in connection herewith.

(c) Fee Schedule. The owner of the vacant property shall be responsible for
the payment of the nonrefundable registration fee. Properties subject to this section shall
remain under the semi-annual registration requirement, and the inspection, security, and
maintenance standards of the City code as long as they remain vacant or defaulted. A
semi-annual registration fee shall be due in the amount of Three hundred ($300.00)
dollars per property. All registration fees must be paid directly from the Mortgagee,
Servicer, Trustee or Owner.

(d) Each individual property on the Registry that has been registered for
twelve (12) months or more prior to the Effective Date shall have thirty (30) days to
renew the registration and pay the Three hundred ($300.00) dollar semi-annual
registration fee. Properties registered less than twelve (12) months prior the Effective
date shall renew the registration every six (6) months from the expiration of the original
registration renewal date and shall pay the Three hundred ($300.00) dollars.

()  If the defaulted property is not registered, or the registration fee is not paid
within thirty (30) days of when the registration or renewal is required pursuant to this
section, a late fee equivalent to ten percent (10%) of the semi-annual registration fee shall
be charged for every thirty (30) day period. or portion thereof, the property is not
registered and shall be due and payable with the registration.

® Delinquent registration fees as a lien. After the owner is given notice of
the amount of the registration fee due, except for those owners that have properly
perfected a waiver pursuant to section 7-355 herein, and the owner fails to pay the
amount due each registration period, or within sixty (60) days of the property becoming
vacant, said amount shall constitute a debt due and owing to the City of Wilkes-Barre and



the City may commence a civil action to collect such unpaid debt. Further, a municipal
lien shall be filed against said property in the Luzerne County Court of Common Pleas.

9]

Penalties. Failure to register any abandoned real property or vacant

property on a semi-annual basis and/or any violation of the section stated within will
result in a civil penalty of Five hundred ($500.00) dollars.

Sec. 7-356. Maintenance Requirements.

(a) Plywood or other wood-type covering. In the event a residential or

commercial property is vacant, the owner may only secure the property with
plywood or other similar type of wood covering on the exterior of the property
for a period of not more than one (1) year from the date the property becomes
vacant. After one (1) year has expired, the owner may be cited by the City of
Wilkes-Barre as the plywood or other wood-type covering on the exterior of
the property or which is visible from the sidewalk, shall be deemed a de facto
nuisance punishable by a fine of not less than Twenty-five ($25.00) dollars
and not more than One hundred ($100.00) dollars. Each day in which the
nuisance is not abated shall be considered a separate offense.

(b) Properties subject to this chapter shall be kept free of weeds, overgrown

brush, dead vegetation, trash, junk, debris, building materials, any
accumulation of newspapers, circulars, flyers, notices, except those required
by federal, state or local law discarded personal items including, but not
limited to, furniture, clothing, large and small appliances, printed material or
any other items that give the appearance that the property is abandoned.

(c) The property shall be maintained free of graffiti or similar markings by

removal or painting over with an exterior grade paint that matches the color of
the exterior structure.

(d) Front, side and rear yards, including landscaping, shall be maintained in

accordance with the applicable code(s) at the time registration was required.

(e) Yard maintenance shall include, but not be limited to, grass, ground covers,

®

bushes, shrubs, hedges or similar plantings, decorative rock or bark or
artificial turf/sod designed specifically for residential installation. Acceptable
maintenance of yards and/or landscape shall not include weeds, gravel, broken
concrete, asphalt or similar material.

Maintenance shall include, but not be limited to, watering, irrigation, cutting
and mowing of required ground cover or landscape and removal of all
trimmings.



(g) Pools and spas shall be maintained so the water remains free and clear of
pollutants and debris and shall comply with the regulations set forth in the
applicable code(s).

(h) Failure of the mortgagee and/or owner to properly maintain the property may
result in a violation of the applicable code(s) and issuance of a citation or
Notice of Violation in accordance with the applicable code of the City.
Pursuant to a finding and determination by the City’s Code Enforcement
Officer, City’s Health Department Officer, Magistrate or a court of competent
jurisdiction, the City may take the necessary action to ensure compliance with
this section.

(i) In addition to the above, the property is required to be maintained in
accordance with the applicable code(s).

Sec. 7-357. — Condemnation for demolition property policy.

(a) Property security. All condemned properties, identified for demolition by the
building code official and/or his or her designee, located within the City of
Wilkes-Barre shall be required to be addressed, in accordance with this article,
by the property owner within thirty (30) days of the property being deemed
condemned by the City of Wilkes-Barre.

(1) The term “addressed” shall mean taking any and all proper and legal
measures to ensure that the condemned property is safe and secure and
not in danger of causing bodily harm or property damage, including,
but not limited to, being boarded up with plywood and/or being
forcibly secured to prevent transient access or other prohibited access
by any non-owner. “Secure” shall be determined by the building code
official or the designee in accordance with the Uniform Construction
Code, as amended.

(b) Permits required before commencement of work. No owner shall commence
any work on any condemned property without first complying with the vacant
property registration set forth in this article and obtaining any and all permits
required by the office of code enforcement.

(c) Performance bond requirement. Before commencing any work, other than to
address the condemned property as set forth in section 7-357 (a) (1) of this
article, the owner of the condemned property shall post with the City of
Wilkes-Barre a performance bond or cashier’s check, acceptable to the City of
Wilkes-Barre, in an amount sufficient to cover any and all costs necessary for
the City to demolish the condemned property in the event the condemned
property is not issued a certificate of occupancy within the time frame



represented by the owner and agreed to by the City, or a reasonable extension
granted as permitted in this article (the “rehab timeframe”). The performance
bond or cashiers check shall be held by the City of Wilkes-Barre until the
certificate of occupancy is issued or until the rehab timeframe has expired,
whichever is earlier. If the certificate of occupancy is issued, then the
performance bond or cashiers check shall be returned to the owner. IF the
rehab timeframe expires prior to the issuance of the certificate of occupancy,
the City of Wilkes-Barre may immediately accept public bids to demolish the
condemned property and use the cashiers check or proceeds from the
performance bond, whichever may be applicable, to cover the costs of the
demolition. No person or entity will be permitted to commence any work on
any condemned property unless and until the proper performance bond or
cashiers check is presented to the City.

(1) Determination of amount of bond or check. The City of Wilkes-Barre
reserves the right to consult with and/or seek an estimate from a
qualified demolition contractor, who is currently licensed by the City
of Wilkes-Barre, to confirm the proper and required amount of the
performance bond or cashiers check. The City of Wilkes-Barre has the
right to determine amount of the performance bond or cashiers check.
Any costs associated with the estimate(s) shall be borne by the owner.

(2) Appeal of amount of bond or check. In the event the owner does not
agree with the amount of the performance bond or cashiers check, the
owner shall be permitted to appeal the matter to the City’s Housing
Board of Appeals within ten (10) business days of the owner being
notified of the amount due. In the event the appeal is not filed within
ten (10) business days, the amount of the performance bond or cashiers
check shall be conclusive. In order for the appeal of the amount of the
performance bond or cashiers check to be valid, the owner must post
the amount not in dispute and commence work in accordance with this
article and with the requirements set forth in the Wilkes-Barre Code of
Ordinances, generally.

(3) No automatic stay during appeal period. Any appeal by the owner
shall not postpone, or act as a stay to the requirement that the owner
commence work on the condemned property in question in accordance
with this article or with the Wilkes-Barre City Code of Ordinances,
generally.

(4) Cost for appeal. Any appeal made hereunder shall require a fee of One
hundred ($100.00) dollars unless the owner claims in Jonna pauperis
status, which shall require the completion of a financial statement and



affidavit verifying that the owner does not have the means to make the
One hundred ($100.00) dollar appeal fee, at which time, if verified, the
said fee shall be waived.

(d) Full payment of applicable real estate taxes and sanitary/recycling fees. Prior

to the issuance of any permits for the rehabilitation of any condemned
property, the owner must show proof that all outstanding real estate taxes, for
the City of Wilkes-Barre, County of Luzerne and Wilkes-Barre Area School
District, are paid in full. Additionally, the owner shall show proof that all
Wilkes-Barre City and Wyoming Valley Sanitary Authority sewer and
recycling fees are paid in full.

(e) Licensed contractors and compliance with the Uniform Construction Code.
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All contractors performing work on the condemned property shall be licensed
in the City of Wilkes-Barre consistent with all applicable requirements in the
City’s Code of Ordinances. Additionally, all work must be in compliance
with and inspected according to the Uniform Construction Code and the
applicable building, rental and construction codes in effect at the same time.
The owner and contractor shall be jointly and severally responsible and liable
for notifying the City of Wilkes-Barre for all inspections and, ultimately, for
the issuance of certificate of occupancy.

Extension of time to complete rehabilitation of condemned property. In the
event that the rehabilitation of the condemned property exceeds one (1) year
from the date the property is deemed a “condemned property”, the code
enforcement office may grant the owner an additional four (4) months in
which to complete the rehabilitation. After that four-month extension, all
future extensions may only be granted with approval of city council. City
council may seek guidance and/or a recommendation from any third party, if
necessary or desired, including, but not limited to, the City’s engineers, the
code officers, or the director of operations.

(g) Form to be completed. Prior to the issuance of permits for the rehabilitation

of the condemned property, the owner shall complete the form available in the
City’s code enforcement office which shall state, inter alia, the following:
(1) Name of the owner of the property;

(2) Address of the owner of the property;

(3) Name and address of responsible person (if owner is not an
individual);



(4) Contact phone number and email address for owner and responsible
person;

(5) Location of the property, including PIN number and street address;
(6) Deed book and page number for the condemned property;

(7) Timeline for completion of the rehabilitation of the condemned
property;

(8) Name, address and phone number of contractor(s) performing work on
the condemned property.

(h) Documents to be provided. Prior to the issuance of permits for the
rehabilitation of the condemned property, the owner shall provide the City
with the following documentation:

(1) Copy of deed to the condemned property;

(2) Verification of payment for all applicable taxes, sewer and recycling
fees;

(3) Performance bond or certified check.

(4) Final inspection/issuance of certificate of occupancy. Upon
completion of the foregoing requirements and the
construction/rehabilitation of the condemned property within the rehab
timeframe, the owner and contractor shall notify the City of Wilkes-
Barre and final inspection shall be conducted at the condemned
property. If the condemned property passes the final inspection, the
condemned property shall be removed from “condemned property”
status and the performance bond or cashier’s check shall be
immediately returned to the owner, and a valid certificate of
occupancy issued. If the final inspection results in a failure, the City’s
inspector shall provide the owner and the contractor with a list of items
which need to be corrected in accordance with the City’s applicable
property inspection ordinances. IF, in the opinion of the office of code
enforcement, after a consultation with and report from a structural
engineer, the condemned property cannot be safely removed from the
condemned property status, or if the completion of the work cannot be
completed within the rehab timeframe, or after any reasonable
extension, the code officer shall provide certified, written notice to the
owner of the City’s intent to demolish the condemned property and the



use of the performance bond or certified check. The owner may
appeal this determination within ten (10) days of the receipt of the
notice in accordance with and along the same procedures set up in
section 7-357 © (2). The demolition, unless the condemned property
is in immediate danger of collapse, a serious threat to public safety or
to property, shall only occur after the exhaustion of all appeals.

(1) Appeals. All appeals concerning any matter in this section shall be appealed
to the Housing Board of Appeals of the City of Wilkes-Barre, consistent with
the terms and conditions of the Housing Board of Appeals outlined in Section
7-140.7.

SEVERABILITY.

The provisions of this ordinance are severable. If any part of this
ordinance is declared to be unconstitutional, illegal or invalid, the validity of the
remaining provisions shall be unaffected thereby. It is the intention of the
Council of the City of Wilkes-Barre that this ordinance would have been adopted
had such unconstitutional, illegal or invalid part not been included.

REPEALER.

All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith be and the
same are hereby repealed. All ordinances not specifically amended hereby remain
in full force and effect.

Passed finally by the Council of the City of Wilkes-Barre on

, 2018.

This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days after final passage by
the Council of the City of Wilkes-Barre.

Attest:

Jim Ryan, City Clerk



FILE OF COUNCIL

Presented in Council on November 20, 2018

NO. of 2018

AN ORDINANCE

OF THE CITY OF WILKES-BARRE, PENNSYLVANIA ADOPTING THE
MAYOR'’S PROPOSED GENERAL FUND BUDGET.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED AND ENACTED BY THE
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WILKES-BARRE THAT THE MAYOR’S
PROPOSED GENERAL FUND BUDGET FOR 2019 IS HEREBY ADOPTED AS
FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The Mayor’s proposed budget for calendar year 2019 is hereby adopted
without changes. A copy of the proposed budget is available for review at
the Office of the City Clerk during normal business hours or on the City’s
website.

Section 2. The provisions of this ordinance are severable. If any part of this
ordinance is declared to be unconstitutional, illegal or invalid, the validity
of the remaining provisions shall be unaffected thereby. It is the intention
of the Council of the City of Wilkes-Barre that this ordinance would have
been adopted had such unconstitutional, illegal or invalid part not been
included.

Section 3. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby
repealed. All ordinances not specifically amended hereby remain in full
force and effect.

Section 4. Passed finally by the Council of the City of Wilkes-Barre on

, 2018.

Section S. This ordinance shall become effective on January 1, 2019.

Attest:

Jim Ryan, City Clerk
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